










1.5°C with no or 
limited overshoot

Trend for 
implemented policies

Likely below 
2°C, NDCs 
until 2030
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just transition

Taking into account the imperatives of a just transition of the 
workforce and the creation of decent work and quality jobs in 
accordance with nationally defined development priorities,
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Realizes that addressing climate change requires a paradigm shift towards building a low-

carbon society that offers substantial opportunities and ensures continued high growth and 

sustainable development, based on innovative technologies and more sustainable 

production and consumption and lifestyles, while ensuring a just transition of the 

workforce that creates decent work and quality jobs;

Recognizing the importance of avoiding or minimizing negative impacts of response

measures on social and economic sectors, promoting a just transition of the workforce, the

creation of decent work and quality jobs in accordance with nationally defined development

priorities and strategies, and contributing to building new capacity for both production and

service-related jobs in all sectors, promoting economic growth and sustainable

development,
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The Parties should protect the climate system for the benefit of present and 
future generations of humankind, on the basis of equity and in accordance 
with their common but differentiated responsibilities and respective 
capabilities. Accordingly, the developed country Parties should take the lead in 
combating climate change and the adverse effects thereof.

just transition
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equity

Equity [Cross-AR6] The principle of being fair and impartial, and a basis for understanding how the impacts and responses 
to climate change, including costs and benefits, are distributed in and by society in more or less equal ways. Often aligned with 
ideas of equality, fairness and justice and applied with respect to equity in the responsibility for, and distribution 
of, climate impacts and policies across society, generations, and gender, and in the sense of who participates and controls the 
processes of decision-making.
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just transition

equity

Equity [Cross-AR6] The principle of being fair and impartial, and a basis for understanding how the impacts and responses 
to climate change, including costs and benefits, are distributed in and by society in more or less equal ways. Often aligned with 
ideas of equality, fairness and justice and applied with respect to equity in the responsibility for, and distribution 
of, climate impacts and policies across society, generations, and gender, and in the sense of who participates and controls the 
processes of decision-making.

[1] [0.6]
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just transition

equity

fairness

Fairness [Cross-AR6] Impartial and just treatment without favouritism or discrimination in which each 
person is considered of equal worth with equal opportunity.

[1] [0.6]



0

0,1

0,2

0,3

0,4

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

0

100

200

300

400

500

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

N
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 

o
cc

u
rr

en
ce

s 

(T
o

ta
l)

(a
v.

 p
e

r 
p

ag
e)

FAR SAR TAR AR4 AR5 SR1.5 AR6
IPCC 
reports

UNFCCC
Framework 
Convention

Kyoto 
Protocol

Paris 
Agreement

1992 1997 2015

just transition

equity

fairness

justice

Justice [Cross-AR6] Justice is concerned with setting out the moral or legal principles of fairness and equity in the 
way people are treated, often based on the ethics and values of society.

[1] [0.6]
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Adapted from Bennett et al., 2019. Just Transformations to Sustainability. 
https://doi.org/10.3390/su11143881.
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Adapted from Bennett et al 2019. Just Transformations to Sustainability. 
https://doi.org/10.3390/su11143881.

Distributive 
justice

Restorative 
justice

Procedural 
justice

• Consider distribution of costs and 
benefits over time, space and between 
groups

• Design policy instruments to improve 
social outcomes

• Design compensation mechanisms

• Identify rights holders
• Acknowledge pre-existing 

rights and tenure
• Acknowledge and redress past-

harms

• Facilitate inclusive, participatory, 
transparent and accountable 
planning and management

• Ensure institutions, policies and 
management perceived 
legitimacy

• Support capacity for 
participation

• Ensure stakeholders have access 
to decisions
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Adapted from Carley and Konisky, 2020. The justice and equity implications of the clean energy transition. 
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41560-020-0641-6.
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Adapted from Wang and Lo, 2021. Just Transition: A conceptual review. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.erss.2021.102291.
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